Reflecting on Creative Assessments
and Embracing Innovation in Teaching

As I look back on my school days, I find myself pondering the various assessments I encountered. Did my teachers employ methods like Backwards Design, un-grading, and other creative assessments? Were these progressive techniques used by the educators I still admire and respect today? I also wonder if my dyslexia influenced the way my teachers evaluated my performance.
Now, as I stand on the other side of the classroom as a teacher, these reflections fuel my curiosity and drive to improve. How can I integrate the innovative assessment strategies I am learning about into my own teaching practice? This question constantly challenges and excites me.
The more I delve into the world of educational assessments, the more intrigued I become. Discovering new ways to evaluate student learning not only inspires me but also motivates me to create a more inclusive and effective learning environment for my students.
A fundamental question in education is, and always will be, what do we want our students to learn? Wiggins and McTighe state, “Our lessons, units, and courses should be logically inferred from the results sought, not derived from the methods, books, and activities with which we are most comfortable” (2005).
For me, this question has a unique twist. Unlike K-12 education, I must adhere to a prescribed curriculum, and my students' success is often measured by their performance on the high-stakes National Board Exam. I need to maintain some traditional teaching methods to ensure my students are comfortable with the pressure of standardized tests. This preparation helps them know what to expect when they face the National Board.
However, I recognize the importance of incorporating creative assessments along the way. I want my students to understand the rationale behind what I teach and how these concepts apply to their careers. Wiggins and McTighe (2005) posed an essential question: “What activities will equip students with the needed knowledge and skills?” (p. 18). This aligns perfectly with my goals for my classroom. I aim to teach in a way that not only equips students with knowledge and skills for real-world applications but also prepares them to succeed on the National Board Exam.
In conclusion, reflecting on my educational journey has deepened my commitment to innovative assessment methods. By blending traditional teaching with creative evaluations, I strive to provide my students with a comprehensive understanding of their subjects. This approach not only prepares them for the National Board Exam but also equips them with the skills needed for real-world success. As I continue to learn and grow as an educator, I want to foster an inclusive and effective learning environment, ensuring my students are well-prepared for their futures.
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